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On June 17, the presidents from all six Central American countries (including Panama) held a
brief summit in Guatemala City. The heads of state primarily discussed issues surrounding the
failed May 25 coup d'etat in Guatemala. Participants included Presidents Rafael Angel Calderon
(Costa Rica), Alfredo Cristiani (El Salvador), Rafael Callejas (Honduras), Violeta Chamorro
(Nicaragua), Guillermo Endara (Panama), and Ramiro de Leon (Guatemala). The presidents
released a joint communique praising the manner in which the Guatemalan crisis was resolved
and pledging unbending support for democratic governments on the isthmus. "We share the most
solid conviction that the region's development is only possible with peace and democracy," read the
statement. However, the six leaders were unable to agree on whether former Guatemalan president
Jorge Serrano should be extradited from Panama, where the Endara government granted him
political asylum. De Leon Carpio's government has begun extradition proceedings and say they will
make every effort to bring Serrano back to Guatemala to face trail. Serrano faces 11 criminal charges
in connection with the coup, including violation of the Constitution, misuse of public funds, and
usurping public functions. While the presidents were meeting, demonstrators took to the streets of
the Guatemalan capital, criticizing Endara's decision to grant asylum to Serrano and demanding
his extradition. The demonstrators also called on the Costa Rican government to extradite Serrano's
former vice president, Gustavo Espina, who has faces similar charges. The presidents announced
that the next regular presidential summit meeting with agenda items regarding regional economic
integration issues will be held in Guatemala Aug. 12-14. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, United Press International, Reuter,
06/17/93)
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